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AT A LANDSCAPE design event 15 years ago, Kathryn Herman and James Doyle bonded over their mutual apprecia-
tion of esoteric European gardens—a conversation that laid the groundwork for their future collaborations. Today
the landscape designers’ namesake firm remains rooted in Greenwich, Conn., where it began, but its projects extend
across the Northeast and to other parts of the country and the world. Whether overseeing a formal parterre in France
or a contemporary garden in the Middle East, Herman and Doyle, with the support of their staff, work in perfect
harmony, presumably finishing each other’s sentences from time to time as they did when they spoke with Robb
Report Home & Style. Our talk took place less than a year after the May 2013 opening of the firm’s office in West
Hollywood, Calif. “We’re working on about seven projects throughout Southern California,” says Herman. “It’s a huge
area of growth for us,” adds Doyle, “and it’s nice to work in such a range of styles and climates.” [sAMANTHA BROOKS]
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How do you divide your time between
project locations?

KH: Most of our work is in the Northeast, but
we’re in Los Angeles every month. We work on
the East Coast from Maine to Florida and abroad
throughout France, Lake Como, London, Abu
Dhabi, and Ireland. We’re very global.

What are the differences between working
on the East and West Coasts?

JD: In the Northeast, architectural styles are very
traditional with little punctuations of modern ele-
ments. In California the vernacular is more open:
You get a wider variety of styles—Mediterranean,
Arts and Crafts, modern, traditional—and the
topography can be anything from a steep vertical
slope to totally flat.

How do your landscape designs take shape?
KH: It’s more than just choosing the plants. We’ll
work with architects, interior designers, engineers,
and contractors and designate everything from
hardscaping, outdoor furniture, swimming pool
design, and fabrics to the exterior paint colors.

Do your designs have a signature look?

JD: Our clients are people who want something
unique, so we never do things cookie-cutter. We
do what’s appropriate for the home. One way we
excel is that we’re able to help the clients achieve
the vision they have for the property but also chal-
lenge them to push the boundaries of that vision.
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PREVIOUS SPREAD, LEFT: Doyle and Herman added pas-
sageways and a 9-foot retaining wall to this 8-acre Greenwich,
Conn., property, which dates to the 1800s; though mostly
finished in 2005, the project receives frequent updates from
the designers. TOP RIGHT: A glimpse of a 77-acre Greenwich
property the firm completed in 2006. BOTTOM: Groomed
hedges that the designers liken to art installations, at a French
Normandy-style house in Westchester County, N.Y.

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The Doyle
Herman-designed grounds of an estate in France’s Loire Val-
ley; a bench on a 6-acre residential project in Fairfield, Conn.;
a cluster of flowers on an 8-acre Greenwich estate (also shown
on page 40); another view of the Fairfield home, a collabora-
tion between the landscape designers and the New York-based
architecture firm Ferguson & Shamamian; outdoor chess at a

77-acre Greenwich estate (also shown on page 41).

OPPOSITE PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A New Canaan,
Conn., estate on 10 acres, where Doyle and Herman worked
closely with the architects to develop expansive terraces as natu-
ral extensions of the home; a modern dwelling in Dublin, Ire-
land, with glass walls that stand alongside gardens created by the

designers; their mix of white flowers at a home in Byram, Conn.
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It's more than just choosing the plants. We’'ll work with architects [and] interior

designers . .. and designate everything from hardscaping, outdoor furniture,

swimming pool design, and fabrics to the exterior paint colors.” —KATHRYN HERMAN
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Omn the Water Front “So often people make the
mistake of maxing out their pools, so that they end
up being too big for the property,” says Herman.
“There’s no standard size for them; they have to
relate to the size of the home and property,” adds
Doyle. The landscape designers agree that water is
a key element in a garden’s design no matter what

the climate, and so they often incorporate water fea- -

tures, especially in areas where inclement weather

limits the use of swimming pools.

THIS PAGE, TOP: “This is our take on a French canal,”
says Doyle of the water feature at a French Normandy-
style home in Westchester County, N.Y. (also shown on
page 41). MIDDLE: A water element at the New Canaan,
Conn,, estate (also shown on page 43), which also
includes a meadow and an apple orchard. BOTTOM: A
circular fountain at the design team’s Byram, Conn.,

project (also shown on page 43).
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Kathryn Herman’s
and James Doyle’s Top 10s

& ‘IM“ !“'*’/. FLORAL ARRANGEMENT: (KH) Dahlias in all shades.
;q o = ‘ (/D) Dahlias. | grow them in all colors! < INDOOR PLANT:
| ‘ f‘* (KH) Begonias—especially those with unusual leaves. (JD)

x 5 "G oo . Meost orchids. <+ HISTORIC GARDEN: (KH) The Hollister

i
B House Garden in Litchfield County is a charming Connecticut
L i

e
t 1M
The underlying geometry is modernist, and there's a great transition from urban to rural.
SWIMMING POOL COLOR: (KH) Mediumn gray. It is very natural looking without
screaming “swimming pool” (JD) Black. Mine is dark, and | love the reflective quality.
ART: (KH) Ring by Mauro Staccioli. (JD) Anything from the British artist Antony
Gormley, but | particularly love Event Horizon from 2007. ++ MUSEUM: (KH) The
Glyptothek in Munich. It's spare in its simplicity of building and art. (JD) The Tate Modern
in London, -+ HOTEL: (KH) Number Sixteen in London. It's a stylish hotel in a great €
location with proximity to the Chelsea Flower Show. (JD) The Merrion hotel in Dublin.
RESORT: (KH) | just came back from the Amanbagh in Rajasthan, India, where |
celebrated my birthday. (JD) The Chedi Muscat, Oman, *+ OUTDOOR FURNITURE:
(KH) Munder-Skiles offers unique and historic designs that work in almost any garden.
(ID) Royal Botania's O-Zon line. *» OUTDOOR FABRIC: (KH) Delany & Long has a
great subtle color palette that integrates well with the outdoors. (JD) DeLany & Long.
Daoyle Herman Design Associates, 203.869.2900, 310.657.6600, www.dhda.com [S.B.]

garden with great bones. (JD) Parc André Citroén, Paris.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: An outdoor lounge chair from Royal Botania’s
O-Zon line; a dahlia flower; the Glyptothek museum in Munich; Parc André Citroén

BEVOLO

—establi 11945 —
GAS & ELECTRIC LIGHTS

in Paris; the Number Sixteen hotel in London; the Merrion hotel in Dublin; a Cantor
outdoor sofa by Munder-Skiles; Ring by Mauro Staccioli; an orchid: Turn 111, 2010 by

Antony Gormley. (504) 522-9485

521 CoNTI » 318 ROYAL
FRENCH QUARTER » NEW ORLEANS
WWW.BEVOLO.COM
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